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Summer 2010
Dear Middle School Students,

I hope that you are all having an enjoyable summer. In anticipation of the journey that we will be taking together this year, I would like to say hello to you all, to introduce some of the places we will be going, and to explain what necessary items you will need to help us on our journey.

The journey that we will be taking will be twofold. First, we will be looking at different countries, civilizations, places, and events over history; second, we will journey into the land of studying, research, and note taking. Some of you have already begun to travel this road, and some of you are just beginning. I am truly looking forward to guiding you in every aspect during this upcoming year. 

And now for some trip highlights…….

Seventh Grade:  Journey to the times of the destruction of the second Bais Hamikdash and the subsequent dispersion of the Jews to all over the European, Asian, and African continents. Prepare to be moved by what you hear and see.  Explore the Middle Ages and the fascinating Renaissance eras. Demonstrate your research skills with a report and display your artistic and oral capabilities with different projects.  Come and join the exciting adventure!  

Eighth grade: Learn about the lives of many of your recent ancestors. Cover the lives of Ashkenazim, Sephardim, and Chassidim. There will be discussion of wars, revolutions, and the Enlightenment. Explore how the Reform Movement rose and what early Jewish immigration to America was like. Discover your own family’s “roots”: where you came from and where you are now. Learn about WWII and its tragic consequences for the Jewish nation. Anticipate exploring this difficult, yet fascinating and moving topic. It is going to be a particularly wonderful and relevant journey.

Now that you have read some of the highlights of our trips, don’t forget to come prepared with all the necessary travel items including supplies, excitement, anticipation, and a positive attitude. 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you and to having a wonderful year exploring and learning with everyone. Enjoy the remainder of the summer. 
All the best,

Mr. Ian Nagel
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